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Upcoming Activities/ 
Reminders: 

•  Annual Awards Banquet 
Jan. 9th, 2010 – RSVP by 
Dec. 22nd to Pat Jutras 

December 2009 
Inside this Issue: 
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DCSCC Report     
Competition Corner   
NCCC Governor’s Galley       
NCM News    

  Publisher’s Picks  
Upcoming Programs   
CCM Government   
CCM Event Calendars   
Flyers, Events, Points, etc.   

Join Us: 
General Membership Meetings are held 
on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 
7:30p.m. in the service write-up are @ 
our sponsor  
 
Les Stanford Chevrolet 
21711 Michigan Ave. 
Dearborn, Mi. 48123 
(313) 565-6000 

Visit us on the web: 
www.corvetteclubmi.com 

E-Published by: 
Corvette Club of Michigan 
P.O. Box 510330 
Livonia, Mi. 48151 
 
Email “photo-ready” 
publication material to: 
ccmslipstream@yahoo.com 

Contact Our Dealer Rep.: 
Gary Claudio 
248 807-8061 

gman3081@comcast.net 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
• CCM Needs a Social Director. Please step up and 

help your club. See Bruce Wentzel for details. 
• Please attend the monthly membership meetings 

and support our guest speakers and corvette 
related programs that have been set up for 2010!
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President’s Pen 
  

 
I sit here Thanksgiving morning feeling so fortunate to be waiting for family to join us 

for dinner today, yet so concerned for our dear friends Ray and Sharon Meesseman. For those 
who don’t know, Ray had a heart attack at an NCCC event in Florida on Oct 31 and has been 
hospitalized there ever since. A second heart attack, pneumonia and ARDS are threatening his 
life. It is just unfathomable to me that he is struggling this way. Please keep them in your prayers. 

As of noon Nov. 30, Ray Meesseman is showing improvement since being 
admitted to Ingham in Lansing. They report that he had a good night Sunday. He 
is still dealing with water in the lung and they have drained the left lung. Keep 
those prayers coming. 

 
On the same vane of giving thanks I’d like to review for you some of the causes that 

CCM and our members have contributed to this year. There were two ALS events, the walk on 
Belle Isle and a donation raised at the Corvette Encounter. Another donation from the Encounter 
was made to Tipping Point Theater in Northville. We had members run in the Brooksie Way Half 
Marathon raising money to fight leukemia and lymphoma. We also walked at the Detroit Zoo in 
support of pancreatic cancer research. I’m wondering why I don’t see the results of all this 
walking and running personally . In less physically challenging efforts, we went to the Art Van 
Concert Motown 50 years in support of Gleaners and we made donations to the National Corvette 
Museum, the National Kidney Foundation and the local Salvation Army Bed and Bread program. 
I didn’t realize the extent of our community involvement before reviewing these events. How 
about you? Individual club members organized many of these events.  

What’s coming? The Annual Awards Banquet deadline is approaching. Don’t let the 
busy holidays distract you from getting signed up. See the flyer, call Pat Jutras. This is, of course, 
our big social of the year. Get dressed up and come out to party to the tunes of DJ Scott Kempf.  

Speaking of socials, no one has come forward yet to fill the big shoes Kerry Hlady is 
vacating. As I said last month, I’d like to see the workload of the social program spread among 
general members. See above comments regarding our charity events. If you have an idea for any 
social event, please contact me or the yet to be named Social Director. I’d like to be able to 
announce their name at the Banquet so start dialing that phone now! 248-685-7145. 

Our 2010 competition program is being formulated in the next few months so stay tuned 
to Chris’ reports for those details. 

Look for our Program Directors report in this issue also. He announced programs for Jan, 
Feb, March at the meeting. 
 
 

See you January 9th at the Banquet 
Bruce 
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Membership Musing’s 
 

CCM Membership Update – December 2009       

Membership renewals for 2010 are complete.  If you have not received a new 
2010 sticker to apply to your membership card by now you either chose not to renew or 
forgot to renew.  If you did send in your dues payment and have not gotten a new 
sticker, or would still like to renew please contact me via email at: 
jrees1957@yahoo.com                                                                 

I want to thank all those that did renew, however the club did lose quite a few 
members – about 50.  The new totals are: 177 CCM Master members and 72 Associate 
members.  Our new totals for NCCC membership is: 139 Master members and 47 
Associate members for a total of 186 NCCC members.  Total CCM membership is 249.  
We will be getting new cards for the 2011 renewal.  

I have a couple of new members to report from the previous month, Joyce 
Robinson from Oak Park has joined CCM with a 1994 coupe and Cher Ketelhut is back 
with CCM.  Welcome ladies! 

As we did in July, a new member orientation will be held soon.  I do not have a 
date yet, but it will more than likely be late January or early February.  Any new member 
that has joined CCM in the past year (2009) is welcome to attend.  We will meet at 
Kerby’s Koney Island in Northville.  More details will follow via the club’s new email 
contact – listserv and on the website as well as next month’s issue of Slipstream.  
Another reminder that is probably in this issue several times, don’t forget the year end 
awards banquet held on January 9th at Laurel Manor in Livonia. 

Lastly, I would just like to wish the entire CCM membership a happy, healthy and safe 
holiday season.  Remember: stay informed and stay involved.  See ya next year!   As always: stay informed and stay involved. 

“Ignite the Passion”      “Save the Wave” 
 Jim Rees                                                                                                                                                                CCM Membership Director 
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CCM  -December Birthdays 
  Lynn Bambard    Steve Budaj 
  Don Bush     Ruby Comis 
  Tony Dewalt    Denise Falzon 
  Sharon Fast     Chris Giannetti 
  Mark Hammar    Diane Hill 
  Dave Krom     Marge Millen 
  Bob Moore     Dave Orton  
  Gerald Petrosky    Diane Sawyer 
  Gregg Scholfield    Richard Seleno 
  Jim Shawhan    John Soloy 
  Gerald Tack     George Toth 

Brett Watson    Don Wertz  
 

 
 
                           Happy Birthday – One and All ! 
 

 
If anyone has been missed – my apologies, please contact me so I can add you to the list. 
(jrees1957@yahoo.com) 
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Socially Speaking  
Social page for December 09 
 
UPCOMING 
 
Annual Awards Banquet  
 
January 9th.   Contact Pat Jutras/ See flyer for more info. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCM Needs a Social Director. Please 
step up and help your club.  
 
See Bruce Wentzel for details. 
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Upcoming Programs 
By Gary Claudio 

 
 
 
 

The following programs are in place for the monthly membership meetings on 
the 4th Wednesday of every month at Les Stanford Chevrolet service write 
up area.  
 
 
January:  John Fitzpatrick, Corvette Marketing Manager 
February:  Kirk Bennion, Corvette Design 
March:  Corvette Racing,  2010 Racing Report and Sebring Results 
 
 

 
Please plan on attending the meetings and supporting our programs.   
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CCM Governing Bodies 
 
 

 
 
 

Look for your new 2010 governing bodies in January’s Issue 
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The Corvette Club of Michigan 
 

cordially invites you to attend the  
 

51st Annual Awards Banquet 
 

January 9, 2010 
 

Laurel Manor 
39000 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Mi  48152 

 
Cocktails 6:00pm    Dinner 6:45pm 

 
Buffet dinner 

Open bar 
Dancing 

Door prizes 
 

$35.00 per person 
 

RSVP by December 22nd to: 
Patricia Jutras 

43354 Silverwood 
Canton, MI  48188 

734-397-6942 
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http://badboyvettes.com/473 
 

CCM’s very own – Gary Claudio 
is being nominated as a 2010 

inductee into the Corvette Hall of Fame 
at the National Corvette Musuem 

Bad Boy Vettes have given him 
a resounding endorsement! 

Below is the article from their 
website.  

 
Click on the link to see the  

original story.  
 
 
 

Good Luck Gary! 
 
 
 
 
 
"How Jake truly received his name has been kicked around quite a bit, but the one story that 
comes up frequently is that a former New York City cop, Gary Claudio, named the skull after 
notorious movie badass, Jake, from the Blues Brothers film"... - Jalopnik.com 
 
Well they kind of got it right: Claudio really was a hard-ass NYC cop. But he in fact had quite a 
career after putting away the badge and gun. 
 
The main thing is that in-between his stints at the NYPD and naming Jake, Claudio was, before 
retiring last year, Corvette's Brand Manager, and before that, the GM Manager of Corvette 
Racing - all during one of the most illustrious and accomplished periods in Corvette's 57 year 
history. 
 
Easy to forget that Corvette Racing, when it began, was less than the dominant success it is 
today. Much should be attributed to the tenacious corporate 'push' provided by Claudio within GM 
halls. His voice gave root to the GM commitments needed to deliver results. Add to this the 
smash-success launches of the race-inspired Z06 and ZR1's. 
 
Claudio knew that Corvette success was also dependent on marketing visibility / awareness / 
audience connection. So, he took every opportunity to promote Corvette, Corvette Racing, the 
brand's unique attributes, and Corvette's passionate owner / fan loyalty - 
 
Rumor is he's being nominated for induction into the Corvette Hall of Fame. 
 
Hell, he certainly has our vote. 

 
 


