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Announcements: 
• Register for CCM Driver’s School – Contact Chris Scafero. 
• The website has been recently updated. 
• Be sure to read the newest additons to the newsletter including a very 

special Tech Talk article. 

Upcoming Activities/ 
Reminders: 

• March 14, 2009 –     
Mi. Region CC Banquet 
RSVP Deadline 

• March 21, 2009 –  
Mi. Region CC Banquet 

• March 28, 2009 –  
Kart 2 Kart 

• March 29, 2009 –  
Rallye Event 

• April 17 & 18, 2009 –  
CCM Driver’s School 

• April 19, 2009 –  
CCM AutoCross 

• Aug. 30-Sept.30, 2009 – 
NCM Caravan 
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Join Us: 
General Membership Meetings are held 
on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 
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our sponsor  
 
Les Stanford Chevrolet 
21711 Michigan Ave. 
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(313) 565-6000 

Visit us on the web: 
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President’s Pen 
 

There are so many clichés about how time flies, but there are 
some corollaries that may not have come to light. First is that when 
there is a deadline each month to write an article, those months get 
really short. And second is that not only is February a short month, 
but when the publisher needs to bump the deadline by a week due to 
his work commitments, well HOLY COW !! Maybe the good news is 
that next month will be really looong.   

I am one who likes to have my SlipStream in hand. Many of you 
have said the same thing for your own reasons. The most challenging 
has been some of you have a dial up Internet connection and 
downloading SS is nearly impossible. Your Board is not insensitive to 
the problem and some things are being considered.  

First is that our publisher is looking at doing two versions, the 
really nice one that we currently enjoy and a bare bones version 
without the graphics. We tried a variant of this a while ago by just 
doing the cover in black and white that really did not solve the 
problem. If this happens there will be separate links to choose your 
SS download. 

Second is my own hairbrained idea. I looked into the costs of 
mailing a SlipStream and for $2.50- $3.00 per month to cover printing 
and mailing a hard copy could be in your hands each month. Mailing 
would be first class USPS, not the discount bulk mail we used to use. 
The printing would not be the same quality and might even be 
grayscale. It would not necessarily be an official club function. So, 
two things need to happen to make this happen. I’d need to know 
how many people would pay $30 - $35 a year to get the paper 
version and second if there is somebody who would like to do this. If 
you have an interest in this idea let me know. It would not be a high 
volume thing as it looks like we only have a dozen or so members 
that are on dial up.  

Read elsewhere details about the March program. 
Representatives from Pratt & Miller will visit us. 

 
See you March 25 

Bruce 
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Membership Musing’s 
 

CCM Membership Update – March 2009 
 

 Well CCM membership has continued to be quiet again this 
month.  Much like a winter morning after a fresh new snowfall – that 
we’ve had WAY TOO MUCH of this year!   On a happier note we do 
have one new member coming to the club this month and he is Ron 
Swick from St. Clair Shores.  Ron joins us with a 1966 convertible.  
Welcome Ron!    
 Once again, I just want to remind everyone to pass the word if 
you know of anyone with a Corvette looking to join a club.  Have them 
come to a meeting or check out the club website, 
www.corvetteclubmi.com for information and updates on club 
activities and events.  As you all can see by the competition and 
social calendars we’ve put together for the upcoming season lots of 
thing are planned.  So as I always say; stay informed and stay 
involved.  
Being that membership is slow, I’ll combine the birthday wishes with 
my article this month. If I missed anyone, please let me know so I can 
add you to my data.  Happy Birthday to all! 
you’ve all been notified, we’ll be looking for at least a dozen or so 
cars to participate.  If this works out and goes over big, it may be 
something that can be done more than once year with different 
members and different recipes!   
 
That wraps it up for me, make sure to check the website for event 
updates at www.corvetteclubmi.com   
 
You all know the words: Stay informed & Stay involved! 
 
“Ignite the Passion”       “Save the Wave” 
 
Jim Rees                                                                                                                        
CCM Membership Director      
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CCM March Birthdays 
 
 

Kathleen  Andrews   Tina Bambard 
Ron Bendry    Patricia Brady 
Chris Davies    Laurie Eissler 
Chuck Fast     Anthony Giacomazzi 
Ted Hou     Kelly Johnson 
Kirk Luckscheiter    Bob Palmer 
Carol Pomeroy    Barry Saunders 
Edie Saunders    Merideth Seidelman 
Dan Singer     Ron Stevens 
Joe Thomas    Bruce Wentzel 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday!    One & All                                                                                      
If I’ve missed anyone, my apologies,                                                              
please contact me so I can update my file.  

     jrees1957@yahoo.com 
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Socially Speaking  
 

CCM Social Updates 
 

The results from our first Social Event are in and Ryan Watson 
walked away with the grand prize in the feature race, a very nice blue 
09 ZR1 Corvette. The competition was fierce during the practice 
sessions but he proved that he could handle the high-banked turns, 
as well as, the tight hairpins. His dad could not keep up with him. 
Congrats 

Our next event is on March 28 at Kart 2 Kart at 6pm. You may 
use your currently approved helmet or use one of theirs. This is an 
excellent way to dust off the cobwebs and get the competitive drive 
going for the upcoming auto X season. This is a show up and race 
event. We’ll head out for a snack or dinner afterwards. Look forward 
to seeing you all there. 

In the works is a trip to Northern Michigan on June 5-7, contact 
Kerry 734 502 7103 if you have a desire to go. The plan is to be in 
the Traverse City/ Leland area for a time and then Harbor 
Springs/Petoskey for the second day.  

In April, we are planning a spring clean up/tune up service, oil 
change, get your car ready for the season whether racing or cruising. 
Details are being worked out as well as the date. Gary Claudio is 
working with Les Stanford on details. I would like to hear from all with 
their level of interest in attending an event like this. This something 
that could be an annual happening. Need to hear from you to make 
this work. 

Please check the web site, or, Slipstream for the main 
schedule, as well as, Event Flyers with all the information needed to 
attend.   
 
Thanks for your participation and see you at a meeting or an event. 
Kerry 
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DCSCC Report 
 
 
An introduction to Bob Palmer: DCSCC Rep. 
 
Member of CCM since 2001. 
Fell in love with the FIRST Corvette in 1953 at the age of 9. 
Started a savings account at the age of 10 with money earned from 
cutting grass and shoveling walks in my neighborhood. Earned more 
money with a paper route at the age of 12. Started working at Food 
Fair at the age of 14 and put as much as I could in the bank for my 
first car. Purchased the first car ( 57 Ford convertible ) 2 months 
before turning 16. The next car the following year was a ( 59 Chevy 
Impala ). I was married right after high school and instead of a 
Corvette I started having children. Finally after 7 children, 7 grand 
children and 3 great grand children I bought my first Corvette in 2000. 
It was a beautiful 1990 white coupe. Than came a 2004 Blue 
Convertible, next a 2007 Atomic Orange coupe and now a new Red 
coupe with a racing stripe down the middle. Along the way there have 
been 4 motorcycles. I now drive a 1800 VTX. Some ware along the 
way I got the nick name “NEED FOR SPEED”.  
Now that I am semi retired and have only one child at home I can 
devote more time to CCM and my new position as DCSCC rep. 
Thank you to everyone that approved me to take on this responsibility 
and for the support that I will need along the way. 
 
Sincerely, 
(Need for Speed, BLUBIU2) 
Bob Palmer 
 
 
P.S. Look in upcoming issues for details on our “bikes and ‘vettes” day in 
July.  
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Competition Corner 
 

Competition Report-March 2009 
 

Greetings CCM Competitors, 
 
The 2009 CCM competition season officially begins this month!  Our first event of 
the year is the Luck of the Irish Rallye on March 29th, chaired by Gordon McCann 
and Scott Kempf.  You can find out details about the event by looking at the 
event flyer elsewhere in this issue of e-Slipstream.  This is a Time Speed 
Distance (TSD) rallye, combined with a game rallye for two NCCC sanctioned 
events.   
If you’re a new competitor and haven’t ever run a TSD rallye before, come out 
anyway!  Then you’ll have some idea of what a rallye is when we cover them at 
our 2009 Driver’s School Classroom Session on April 17th, followed by the 
autocross driving session the very next day at the GM Hamtramck Assembly 
Plant.  At the classroom session, we’ll cover every event type of the 2009 
competition season, with presentations made by experienced CCM competitors.  
Please RSVP with me if you plan to attend the Classroom Session as a student.   
Also at the classroom session this year, if there is interest, we will include a 
training session on how to operate the autocross timing and scoring system.  We 
would like to have several more people trained in operating the timer, so that our 
very dedicated timing crew can enjoy some relief at the autocross events.  One 
benefit of working in Timing is you can escape the elements and have a seat in 
the CCM Timing Trailer.  Whether you’re a novice or a seasoned competitor, if 
you’re interested in helping out in Timing please let me or Chris Davies know and 
we will plan the T&S training. 
Following the autocross driving session is the Second Generation Gymkhana on 
April 19th, again at the Hamtramck Plant.  This event will be chaired by Brett and 
Kris Watson, who always set up a challenging and fun course to open the 
autocross season.   We intentionally scheduled the first autocross the day after 
the Driver’s School driving session, so that hopefully the excitement on Saturday 
will carry over for you into Sunday’s event.  See the flyer also in this e-Slipstream 
for details. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the first rallye, and wish every competitor a 
safe and fun 2009 season! 
          
Best Regards, 
Chris Scafero 
2009 CCM Competition Director 
734-748-9948 
cscafero@yahoo.com 
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Governor’s Galley 
 
Michigan Website: http://michcorvette.org/ 
National Website: http://www.corvettesnccc.org/ 
 
 
 
 

The Michigan Region and NCCC Report 
By Joe Scafero 

Not much going on in the region or nationally yet.  But, just as a reminder, the 
Michigan Region Awards Banquet is this month on March 21.  This banquet is open to 
each of you and not limited to just the people that will be honored for their competition 
efforts of 2008.  You will also be supporting your club as the 2008 number one club in 
the Region.  The banquet will be in Marshall Michigan this year.  You’ll find a flyer 
elsewhere in this issue of Slipstream. 

By now each of you have received your renewal packet form the NCCC.  If you 
have not, please send me an email and let me know.  I’ll make sure you receive your 
packet.  One of the biggest reasons why you may not get your packet is because you 
changed your address and didn’t inform me.  As a reminder, if you have a change of 
address you must let Jim Rees (CCM Membership Director) and I know about the 
change.  I will make sure your address change gets forwarded to National.  This includes 
email addresses, which Jim and I use to notify you of club announcements that may or 
may not appear in the Slipstream. 

In your renewal packet you also received information regarding the BIG 50th 
celebration of the National Council of Corvette Clubs Convention in Colorado Springs.  
Registration for the convention began on February1 and the first price increase takes 
place on April 16.  I’m hearing of some CCM members talking about going this year 
after not going to any convention for a number of years.  I’m even hearing of some 
members going for the very first time to a convention.  I promise that you will have a 
great time.  If you’re thinking about going to the convention and have any questions, just 
give me a call or ask any of the convention regulars that go year after year.  If I cannot 
give you an answer, I’ll find out for you.  

Also in the packet is a green form to purchase tickets for the Convention give 
away Corvette.  These tickets are specially priced for you and you must use this green 
form for the special price of 5 for $25.  

On the tentative convention schedule is a club night scheduled for Saturday night.  
This party night is usually a lot of fun.  I’m planning on getting with those people that are 
going to the convention and picking out a club shirt to wear to that party.  If you are on 
going to the convention, please let me know and I’ll add you to my list. 

Well that’s it.  C’mon spring!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! and no 
more snow.  My snowblower is getting tired. 
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NCM News 
National Corvette Museum News 

By Joe Thomas 
www.corvettemuseum.com 

One week left on the Atomic Orange Coupe Raffle 

In one week we will draw another Corvette raffle winner (Thursday, March 5), and this winner has 
a chance to get in on unbelievable odds! Only 50 tickets have been sold as of today on this 
raffle fundraiser with a total of 500 tickets printed.  

Tickets are $250 each on a chance to win our Atomic Orange Coupe Corvette featuring 
ebony/cashmere interior, automatic transmission, polished wheels, NPP exhaust, glass top, 
performance axle and the 3LT packaging that includes Head-Up-Display, heated driver and 
passenger seats, Bose system featuring a six-disc changer and mp3 playback, and memory 
package with two driver settings. Our winner will be drawn at 2:00 p.m. CT March 5 - seven days 
from today! Order your tickets online or contact (800) 538-3883.  

Caravan Captain Search 

We are in need of a Caravan captain for the Mid-Atlantic section (Maryland, Delaware, DC 
and West Virginia). There are 96 excited participants ready to roll and be part of our 4th National 
Corvette Caravan, and we need a captain to volunteer in leading the pack.  

If you or someone you know would be interested in taking on this exciting and important 
responsibility please contact us at: caravan@corvettemuseum.org Find a captain for your area, 
sign up and find out more about being a part of the caravan by viewing details online.  

More added to this year’s Bash festivities 

The Bash event is shaping up to be one of the best yet. Three of the event’s road tours are sold 
out and a new road tour has been added to give you another chance to see the sites of Kentucky. 
Reserve your spot now while space is available for a back road trip to “Bluegrass Country” for a 
tour of the International Bluegrass Museum with a live bluegrass music concert followed by lunch 
at world renowned Moonlight BBQ. This is a drive your Corvette tour and limited to only 68 
participants.  
 
We have also added a chance for 2008 Corvette owners to be a part of the Quality Clinic. 
Originally, the clinic was being offered to 09 owners and now is open to both. Other new additions 
to the event include dyno pulls all three days! Pre-registration for this activity is open online now - 
you may also register on site. Find out why the Bash event is one of the most popular events of 
the NCM season by viewing the online agenda and registering online. 

Savings Galore in the Corvette Store 

Everyone is looking for better ways save and you can find some great specials in the Corvette 
Store via our “sale” section of the online store. T-shirts, mugs, caps, posters, watches, apparel 
and more are priced to please and added daily to this special section.  

Shop online for savings in the sale section or contact us at: (800) 538-3883. 
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NCM Auction on Ebay 

Find unique collectibles via our eBay section offering parts, accessories, diecasts and more. This 
week’s featured item is stylish Corvette putter signed by professional golfer and current FedEx 
Cup Leader, Kenny Perry.  
 
This Corvette putter, made by Mag Wheel Putter Company, will make a great collector item to 
show off or can give your golf ball that smooth Corvette roll. Make your bid online. 

Corvette Shows Near You 

Show season is just around the corner and now is the time to list your show with us to spread the 
word! Email your show info and we will post it in NCM eNews. Perhaps your show offers support 
to a non-profit beneficiary such as the Museum and you want to involve us in your next show – 
we appreciate the help and invite you to contact Membership Services Manager, Stephanie 
Morrill at: stephanie@corvettemuseum.org or (800) 538-3883.  
 
You can also list your Corvette show on our “club event” page via our website.  
 
*April 4 – Corvettes of Enid XVll Corvette Expo – Enid, OK. www.corvettesofenid.com 
*April 4 – Corvette Cup – Columbia, MO  
*April 9-11 – Barrett Jackson Auction/Show – West Palm Beach, FL  
*April 23-24 – Bash Event, NCM - www.corvettemuseum.org   
*April 17-19 – Texas Corvette Association Open Car Show, San Antonio, TX 
www.texas-corvette-association.org 
*May 3 – Allentown Area Corvette Club Annual Spring Festival – Allentown, PA 
www.allentowncorvetteclub.org  
*May 7-11 - WSCC Las Vegas Convention – Reno, NV -         http://www.hotnevadavettes.com  
*May 14-16 – The Gathering Event, NCM – www.corvettemuseum.org  
*May 21-23 – Corvette Forum Cruise-in, NCM – www.corvettemuseum.org 

Get Ready! Get Set! Drive! 

The long awaited VIR driving event will be going live soon – so get ready to register!  
Registration will open on Thursday, March 12th at 8:00 a.m. C.T. Have your login name and 
password ready to go as we expect VIR to sell out in a matter of minutes.  
 
If your login name and password are not currently working, click on the forgotten password link 
below the password box and your password will be e-mailed to you instantly.  

You have three weeks to prepare yourself for opening day! Enjoy two days of instruction and 
driving with experienced instructors as well as chance to meet some of the GM support 
personnel. See you trackside and let the fun begin! 
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NCM Caravan Club Letter 
 

 

Dear Corvette Club of Michigan Enthusiast: 

There will be Corvette Caravans from all fifty states converging on Bowling Green, KY in 
September of 2009 for the National Corvette Museum’s 15th Anniversary and Re-Grand Opening. 

While it’s just under a year away, the planning for this event continues.  As your club’s 
ambassador, I am excited to advise, that I will be the Caravan Captain for the state of Michigan.  

The caravan will depart Lansing, Michigan at 9:00 A.M. on Wednesday, September 2, 2009.  The 
logistics of the departure location are still being worked on, but you will be notified of the location 
prior to the event. 

We will travel south into Indiana where our destination for the first day will be the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway.  There, we will take a tour of the IMS Museum.  The cost for the tour will be 
$3.00 per adult, $1.00 for children, five to sixteen, and free for children under five. 

The hotel for the Indianapolis stop over will be the Wingate by Wyndham Hotel (317) 243-8310, 
which is located at 5797 Rockville Road, in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Rooms are blocked under the 
name, Michigan Caravan   

On day two of the caravan, we will depart Indianapolis at approximately 8:00 A.M. on our way to 
Bowling Green, Kentucky.  This portion of the caravan will experience a scenic drive  which 
should have us in Bowling Green, Kentucky by mid-day to early afternoon on Thursday, 
September 3, 2009. 

This Anniversary event will run from September 3-5th, 2009.  The itinerary for this portion of the 
event has not been posted and the registration will not open until after February of 2009 

In seeking hotel accommodations for your stay in Bowling Green I suggest you contact the 
Bowling Green Area Convention and Visitors Bureau for assistance.  They can be reached at 
(800) 326-7465 or visit their website at: www.VisitBGKY.com/caravan for up to date information 
on available hotels. 

Planning for this event continues but I hope to make this a very memorable driving event for all of 
those who enjoy the Corvette experience.   

I can be reached at MI_CaravanCapt09@comcast.net or by phone at (517) 749-2754. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Thomas 



SlipStream – Official Newsletter of the Corvette Club of Michigan 
Issue: March, 2009 

Publisher’s Picks 
 
Thanks for reading the 3rd installment of the 2009 SlipStream Newsletter. As you 
read through this issue you may have noticed a few “changes”. This month I 
decided to honor the past history of the club with some new additions including: 
 
“Back In The Day” – Since I recently came upon quite a collection of past issue 
SlipStreams (thanks Bruce & Mary), every month I will add in a page or two 
showing what the club was doing “back then”. This month’s chosen time period is 
March 1984. As I was flipping through this issue I came upon a page that after 
reading, I couldn’t stop laughing. Without giving too much of it away, all I can say 
is that technology is a wonderful thing. I can hardly remember seeing a Polaroid 
camera and can hardly imagine an entire event centered around it! No disrespect 
but, a whole lot of humor intended!  
 
“Club Awards” – Again giving a nod to the club’s rich and vibrant history (thanks 
to Bruce, again) an awards recipient list has been compiled and you will find 
those elsewhere in the newsletter.  
 
“Charity Page” – CCM has never been “shallow” or “lacking” in their charitable 
contributions. I’ve added this page for easy reference for all to stay informed of 
what donations that have been or are being made and what charities have been 
chosen.  
 
“Tech Talk” – Since joining CCM last July, I’ve been fortunate to meet numerous 
amounts of people who not only share a passion for our beloved Corvette but, 
who are also extremely knowledgeable. February was certainly no exception. 
Early in the month, I was lucky enough to meet “Duncan”. Look for his “Tech 
Talk” article later in the newsletter. I hope you find it as helpful and informative as 
I did. I was planning on installing a “Chip” in my ’08 until, I read his article that is.  
 
With the excellent “Tech Talk” article, I’ve chosen not to do a “baby care” section. 
Look for it again next month. I’m sure I’ll have a topic appropriate for spring.  
 
Keep Waving, 
Rodney  
(248) 755-6301 
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CCM Governing Bodies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 CCM Board of Directors 
President   Bruce Wentzel 
Vice-President   Mary Wentzel 
Recording Secretary  Pat Jutras 
Corresponding Secretary Dyan Janowitz 
Treasurer   Ted Hou 
1st Year Board Reps.  Brett Watson 
    Diane Watson 
    Paul Yuska 
2nd Year Board Reps.  Chris Davies 
    Dave Krom 
    Jan VanMaanen 
Past President   Mark Eisssler 
Public Relations  Fred King 
Program Director  Gary Claudio 
SlipStream Publisher  Rodney Slusher 
Competition Director  Chris Scafero 
Michigan Region Rep. Chris Scafero 
Points Director  Ken Sumner 
DCSCC Rep.    Bob Palmer 
NCCC Governor  Joe Scafero 
Membership Director  Jim Rees 
Social Director   Kerry Hlady 
NCM Ambassador  Joe Thomas 

2009 Social Committee 
Kerry Hlady – Director 

Jim Balla 
Stan Brown 

Carol Glowacki 
Jim Rees 

Rodney Slusher 
Joe Thomas 

2009 Competition Committee 
Chris Scafero – Director (734) 748-9948 Fred King 
Chris Davies     Gordy McCann 
Ted Goddett     Bob Palmer – DCSCC  
Ted Hou     Joe Scafero – NCCC (734) 513-0187 
Bob Jutras     Rodney Slusher  
Scott Kempf     Ken Sumner 
Dave Krom     Mary Wentzel 
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Tech Talk 
 

To “Mod” or not to “Mod” 
The battle began years ago when owners learned they could install a “chip” in 
their computer and has been raging ever since.  There are advertisements that 
would lead you to believe it would increase the performance, increase the 
horsepower, provide better fuel economy and bring world peace.   There are 
pages and pages of advertisements in every car and truck magazine of a 
calibration or device that will “greatly improve” the vehicle’s performance.  The 
question addressed here is not whether this stuff really works, it is more what 
does it really cost? 
Corvette owners have arguably the world’s best affordable performance car.  As 
the product is refined each year the car’s performance and handling gets better 
and better.  If you have ever tried to maneuver a “58” through a slalom course, all 
you have to do is jump into a bone stock base C-6 Corvette to see the evolution.  
Then drive or ride in a Z06 or if possible a ZR1 and most normal drivers are in l 
AWE of the total performance package Corvette provides.  
So the question has to be asked, “why do we need more” ?  I only know a 
handful of drivers that are capable of really using all of the horse power, torque 
and handling that GM has packed into today’s Corvette.  The rest of us “normal” 
drivers are capable of only using a portion of the package that’s already there.  
When you mash the throttle and head down a straight section of road, does an 
extra 20 horsepower really get you to the end any quicker?  Does running 
through a set of uphill “S” curves with a 10% increase in torque get you through 
the turns quicker?  If you’re driving in a Miata class then maybe the power would 
help a small bit, but in a Corvette with over 400 hp already, I’d say “probably not. 
“To increase your speeds or shorten your times I’d suggest learning to drive what 
is already there, but more about that later. 
What is considered a safe modification?  Basically the original manufacturers 
look at modifications like the plague.  I have never met a factory person that 
believes their car can be improved with a performance modification.   When you 
try to pin them down to ask why, the usual answer is “ if it could be done better 
don’t you think we would have done it already?” has been heard repeatedly at 
car meets around the country.   One reason for their position is usually the 
manufacturer can stand behind their product and their warranties with the design 
and power that they provide.  This is because all of the manufacturers, not just 
GM, test and validate their products to make sure the product will last.  The last 
thing GM wants is to have an owner come back with a warranty claim.  To this 
end, manufacturers install limits on their products.  Much like a rev limiter that 
prevents running the engine to a RPM that will self destruct the engine, GM 
builds in other limits to make sure their cars will live for a long, long time.  
Consider the Powertrain as a complete package.  If an owner adds a 
performance modification that increases the horse power by 10%, that doesn’t 
sound that radical.  But, consider the impact on the entire Powertrain package.    


